THE BARONS OF THE 


Cinque Ports,two ancient Towns,and their miem- 


bers Breviat, which they humbly offer to the Honorable the Knights and 
Buregeſſes of the Honſe of Commons of Parliament concerning their grieuances: 
Firſt, that they are reſtrained to trade into the Low Countries and Germany : 
Secondly,that they are reſtrained of free buying and ſelling in London : 


The ſaid Cinque Ports, two ancient Townes and members, 
containe theſe ſeuerall places, v:z. 


[The Vill or Lowy of Penenſey 
The Vill of Seaford 
HASTING ing The mem- | The Vill of Bulverheth in Suſſex, 
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of arc Dengemarſhe 


0 wardſtone, alias Orwelſtone 


HET HE in Kext,one ? The memocr 27 ,,- 
_ WWeſthethe, 
other of the Ports: thereof 1s X f 


2 EN f Foulkeſto7 
* INITORN, | Fauerſham 
X | % | Margie 
i |S. lohas 

DOVOR one other 2 The member | Goreſend 
ofthe Ports in Kenz: $ thereof are\ Burchington 
Weed, alias Woodchurch 
| Saint Pelers ? 
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CRindewold 
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of the 

Ports, 
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Fordwich 


Deale | 
SANDWICH in Walmer : 
Kent, one other of The members thereof ares Rameſeate f1N Kerr. 
the Ports : Seamay 


Sary J 
Brightlingſey in Eſſex. 


R YE in Su{ſex,one of 2 The member F The Vill and Hundred of Tex- 
the ancient Townes: thereof is terden in Kent. 


of ob Mopartdbt one uae 7 " 
the other ancient Towne, ath no MCmyaer, 


Porsfub- The Cinque Ports haue beene the chiefcſt Townes of Trade in the 
ierodan-kingdome. 


hi They haue borne and are ftill ſubie& tothe firſt brunt of any forraine 


inuaſion, | 
Their They haue and are bound to finde and maintaine for the defence of ; 
Chg the Realme a Royall Nauy of 7. ſhips, 1244. men in warlike manner ap- 
and oCr- | 


Lic, Pointed, and viRualled at their owne coſts, as by their Charter appeares, | 
They arealſo charged, and doe yearcly prouide and keepe, beſides the | 
particular Armes which cuery man findeth,a great ſtockeand ſtore of pow- 
der,ſhot,match, munitions, {mall boats for diſcoucring and maintaining of 
Harbours, Peeres, Creekes, and making fortifications, and attendingthe 
arriuall and going out of paſſengers, and relceuing Souldicrs,Mariners,and 
Sailers who ſuffer fhipwrecke . And doe keepe great watches, and ſend 
yearely two Baylifes to 7 armonth, and other ſuch like great charges. 
But now they are vtterly diſabled not only to performe theſe publike 
ſeruices, but alſo to ſuſtaine themſclues and their poore people within their 
Townes, which hath hapned by reaſon of the forcſaid reſtraints. 


The 


The firſt prieuance_. 


f ! He firſt greiuance by a Charter obtained in 1 5.74c.R.by the Mar- Merchant 


chant aduenturers in London, wherein is contained a prohibitgon *"* Char 
toall Marchants and others not to trade into Germany and the ter prohibi 
Low Countries, which is expreſly againſt the ancicnt Charters of the ting wade, 


Ports and their continuall viages : For, 


1 By the Common Law, it was lawfull for all men to trade beyond Lawfull to 
the Seas, without reſtriction of place ; and if to all, much more to the _ Mas 
Cinque Ports, whoſe maintenance was only trade and commerce, and jcas Wn 
their liberties and cuſtomes g.H.3.Magna Chartacap.g. were confirmed trade, 
by Parliament, which Charter hath fince beene confirmed by 30. ſeue- 
rall Acts of Parliament. Chames ol 

2 For confirmation of theſe liberties 6. Fd. 1. the King granted to King Edw- 
the Barons and good men of the Cinque Ports 8&c. That they ſhould be ad -wdg 
free de toto mercato ſus ficut noſtri libert homines, with a prohibition that oftheir 
they ſhould not bediſturbed vpon paine of a forfeiture. — 

3 Andthe ſame King in 26. of his reigne reciting the great coſts and vc ainur.. 
charge the Ports &c. were at in the maintenance of their Nauy, granted bedvpon a 


the like libertie to their Aduocants, which Aduoecants are deſcribed by $Y** 


- R- . Aduocants 
that Charterto be ſuch which will participate of their tberties,and con- of the 
tribute to their charge, Ports. 


4 This Charter r. E. 3. was confirmed by Att of Parliament. 

5s Afﬀtertheſe ſerled libertics, there was continuall crade and coin- Trace into 
merce betwcene them and the Inhabitants cr .h2 Low Countrics, which %< Lo 
bred a ſetled vſage for the fatisfation of debts betweene Ports-men and COEAY 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Townes in the T.ow Countries by Letters of 
Withernam in ſuch ſort as is betweene Ci1que Port and Cinque Porr : 
And ſuch Letters of Withernam haue beenegranted to Care in Nor- 
mandy ,to Newport, Fluſhing, Dunkirke,Callice,Oaftezd,Sluce, Dorthrigh, 
Antwerp, and in 15. E1:7, Regineto Hamborow., 

6 And this courſe was ratified ypon a Reference from the Counce!! 
Table in Anz 1577. which was 19. Els. 

7 And itappeareth by entries in the Cuſtome bookes, diners goods 
were ſhipped todiuers of thoſe Townes from the Ports. 

$ Sothentheſe ancient vſages doe fully explaine the liberties granted 
by _ old Charters, which otherwiſe by the generalitic might be 

au 


A a The 


CN = l T he ſecond prieuance<. 


"wo T Hat where by the Charter of 6. F4. 1. they haue this liber- 


buying. F ty granted them to be free De tota verdicione & de Achato 
© "=" & Reaohato pertoram terram > poteſtatem noftram, And b 
cesot Eng- that liberty did freely buy 8 fell in London, and in all places of England, 
Land. uw. 2 T5 VIage Continued withour interruption other then ſuch as 
anceand they made reſtitution of vpon complaint, from Ed. 1. his time vntill 
allowanee Qyeene Eliz. at which time in the 37. yeare ofher reigne the Citizens 
_ of London taking head to oppreſle the Ports, ſeized goods bought b 
bourrwo one Thomas Nowel of Sandwich, who complained ro the Lords of the 
yeres pal Councell, and the matter was referred to the Queenes learned Coun- 
cell, and Maſter Recorder of London who certified to the Board, that 
the Councell for the City did confeſle that the Ports men ought to 
haue free buying and ſelling in Londoy. 
3 And ſince that time the Ports haue enioted free buying and ſelling 
?n London, vntill about two yearesnow paſt that George Dan, Keeper of 


Blackwel Hall, ſciſed cloath bought by Samae? Wilcockea Ports man in 
the ſaid Hall, 


Whatche By reaſon ofthe free trade and priuileges aforefaid,the Port of Sand- 
pores wel©.,y;hatone in the time of King Ed. 4. had 95. ſhipsand 1500. Saylers, 
cbs and yeelded the King betweene 16000. li. and 17020. li. per annum for 
are. cuſtome: And inthe beginning of the Kings time that now is,itycelded 
2926. li. But now by reaſon of this new Charter to the Merchant Ad- 
venturers,& the debarring the Ports of free buying 8: {clling in Zondey, 
al the Ports & their members haue not halfe ſo many ſhips,nora quarter 
ſo many Saylers : buttheir trading _ taken from them, the ſhips are 
eoneto Londoy & the Marincrs & Saylers follow them, all Merchants 
and men of worth are gone out of the Ports,& ſo the Frontier Townes 
are forſaken andleft vnpeopled, and the houſes ſtand empty &run to 
ruine, & the Kings Cuſtome in that Towne (as inthe reſt) is come to 
nothing,and they are oppreſſed with multitude of poore,and burthened 
with their watches and munition, ſo that a man of 1000. li. value there 
is at much more charge by Scottand Lott, then one of 100000. li. value 
in Lozdon. And if forraine warres ſhould happen, the Realme muſt pro- 
uide Garrizons inthoſe Fownes to defend them, which formerly were 
ableand did defendthewhole Kingdome ar their owne charge. And 
all this is but to bring an increaſe of Trade to the Ciry of London, who: 
152lready growne ſo greata Jead, gs if it increaſe in the next 20. yeares 
$ithath done this laſt 20. it wit bea þurthen tothe whole Body. 
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5 They humbly intreat an Act tor the Repayring of the 
decayea Harun of Dunwich, South-wold, and Walberſwicke ; And one an- 


cient Channell running from that Hauen towards Dunwich, to 1 place called Hum- 
meritons Cutt in the Connry of Suffolke, HET 


Sheweth - 


0 


SO Ef, Hat the ſaid Haven hath bcen heeretofore very commodious for Shipping, and che ſaid 
[=D 7 Townes have therby bred great (tore of Marriners and able men forthe Warres, and haue in 
© ancient times puttorth xj. thippes of Warre at their owne charge, and have ot latefurniſhcd 
0 the Common Wealth with 20090 Pt. worth of Fiſh yearely,bciides a great quantity of Com- 


2 polition Fith for the prouilion of his Maieſtics Howſhold, 


Andthat now of late by the violence of North-eaſt winds,the ſaid Haven for want cf Py- 


ling and other prouition, hath been ſtopped,and the Townes thereby decaycd,to tie great preiudice of that 
part ofthe Kingdome, 


That by the decaying of the ſaia Hauen,many V ctlells have beene caſt away.to the value of 6000 ki. 
andvpwards. 


That his Mateſty hauing been certifiedtherevf, and that the charge would amount te Gooo Tito repaire 
it,recommended the ſame tothe beneuclence of hislouing Subiects, 


Thar there hath been thereby gathered 1 $09 Ti. 10 5. which with the Sum of 3 2 4 Ft. leuiedby the 


ſaid Townes, hath been all ymployed in amending thelatd Hauen, and yet the worke is {o Chargeable that 
the Townes are not able to finiſh the ſame, 


And therefore for the railing of a competent Sum for the finiſhing thereof, They humbly pray, that it 
may be enacted, that euery ſhip or vellell of the burthen of 20 Tunnes loading or dilcharging betucene the 


North-foreland in Kent, and Barwicke, paſſing to or fro any forraigne Countrey,ſhall pay tor eucr Tun ; 5, 
except Sea Coales and Grind-ſtones, 


Aad for cuery Chaldren of Sea Coale 1 3. ob, vntill the Sum of 4000 ki. be ſo leuied, to be receiued by 
the ColleQors of the Cuſtome, who ſhall pay it intothe Exchequor, And from thence it ſhall bereceiued ro 
the vſe aforeſaid; And that cuery luch ColleRtors making wiltull default to collet the laid Sums,ſhall fore 
feitTen Pounds. 


And they prayzthat it may befurther enaQted, that every Inhabitant of the faid Townes ſhall pay towards 
the perpetuall maintenance of the repairation of the ſaid Haven, theſe (eucrall Sums of money hereafter ex- 
preſſed,viz.For euery Hundred of North Sea Cods 4B. For every Hundred of other Cod 3 $, For cucry Hun- 
dred of Ling 6 3. For every barrell of Fiſh 1 9. For euery 1 £20 of Herrings 1 V. 

And for every Chaldron of Coales landed in the laid Hauen 2 j, For every Shippe ridding for kedlidge 
in the ſaid Hauen $95. For every other veſlell 43. For caery Barrell of Butter & Weigh of Cheeletranſported 
from the ſaid Haven 2 3, And 69 vpon the Tunne tor all other VVares and Marchandizes ; And thatthe 
Brewers of the ſaid Townes ſhall pay for cucry Barrell of ſtrong Beere rctayled within the faid Townes 2 B, 
And cuery Retayler of Bcere for every Barrell retayled 1 J. 


And that all ſuch Surns ſhall be paid to the Wardens of the ſaid Hauecn,being three in number, 


That the ſaid 4 Wardens ſhall be ycarely choſen by the Bayliffesof Dumnich, yri-wo {4 and the Church» 
wardens of Walber/wicke, 


That the ſaid Wardens ſhall be a body Polirique, and ſhall haue a Common Sealc. 
Thartany perſon elcRed, refuling to execute the (aid Office, ſhall forfeite 40 8, 


That if any of them dye,or be remoued within their Yeare, the ſaid Townes ſhall ele&t new in manner 
aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Wardens ſhall ouer-ſce and gouernethe worke, and account to the Bayliffes and Church- 
wardens, andthat theſaid Wardens ſhall haue power to diftraine for any of the Summes and forfeituret 
doeand payable as aforeſaid. 


"ll 


